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Many people know and love Darius Rucker as the front man for GRAMMY winning band Hootie and the Blowfish while others know Rucker as a CMA Award-winning, chart-topping country artist. Regardless of the genre, Rucker has always lived at that creative intersection where great songs meet passionate performances so it’s no wonder that many fans appreciate Rucker both as a rock star and a honky tonk hero. With his new album, Home For The Holidays, fans will see a new side of the artist. Welcome Darius Rucker---the crooner! 

“This is the crooner record. It is,” he says with a big grin. “People are not going to expect this record. They’re not going to expect an old school record like this. It shows another side of me as a singer, just me doing something else that I love to do. I love to croon.”

The Charleston native has long wanted to record a Christmas album and with Home For The Holidays, he delivers an instant classic.  Though the temptation with Christmas records is to sometimes rely on the musical flavors of the day, Rucker has always known exactly the kind of holiday record he wanted to create. “Old school,” he says. “My real vision was to make a Frank Sinatra/Bing Crosby/Johnny Mathis kind of record that could stand the test of time. I didn’t want to make a record that sounded hip or ‘today’ because those just come and go. I wanted to make a Christmas record that people want to hear every year, like I do with the Temptations Christmas and Sinatra Christmas. That was my goal.”

Rucker succeeds beautifully with Home For The Holidays. Produced by Frank Rogers, 12-song collection finds Rucker putting his unique stamp on such perennial favorites as “Winter Wonderland,” “I’ll Be Home For Christmas,” and  “Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow.”  “These are songs I love,” the three-time GRAMMY winner says. “‘Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas’ is one of the songs I’ve always wanted to sing, especially the line: ‘Hang a shining star upon the highest bough.’ I’ve always wanted to hit that note for real. It was great to do all that stuff and to write ‘What God Wants For Christmas’ was so timely and perfect for us.”

“What God Wants for Christmas” is one of two original songs Rucker co-wrote on Home For The Holidays.  “The song is about a guy who is in his car looking at Christmas happening---people shopping, manger scenes, and those things---and then all of a sudden, he thinks, ‘I wonder what God wants for Christmas,’” Rucker says of the song he co-wrote with Rogers and Monty Criswell.  “My favorite part of the song is the end when we say, ‘I wonder what God wants for Christmas---by now we ought to know.’  All the great teachings that the Bible teaches us is what God wants for Christmas---peace on earth, be good to each other. One of my favorite lines is ‘more sister, more brother, more loving one another.’ That’s what He taught us. That’s what Jesus died for – was for us to live that way. It was just a great feeling writing that song. I really can’t wait for people to hear it. It’s so hard to write a Christmas song that hadn’t already been written. When we were writing that, I kept thinking, ‘I can’t believe no one’s every written this before.’ It’s such a beautiful sentiment.”

Penned by Rucker, Rogers and Steve Leslie, “Candy Cane Christmas” is the other original tune on the album. Released to country radio last year, it became an instant fan favorite. “‘Candy Cane’ was fun to write,” Rucker shares. “We were sitting around and Steve was playing these amazing chords. It sounded to me almost like a Sinatra song. That’s one of those songs that’s a timeless song, but it’s also such a country song because story is so vivid to people. I was so proud to have it on this record and so proud to be a part of writing it. Last year was the first year we put it out and 450,000 copies went out on iTunes. That was pretty cool.”

With a voice that is as warm and inviting, with a little extra holiday spirit, Rucker is a natural at delivering Christmas music. Among the album’s many highlights is a duet with special guest Sheryl Crow on the seasonal gem “Baby, It’s Cold Outside.”  “She killed it,” Rucker says of Crow’s performance.  “It’s very different. I always knew Sheryl was extremely talented, but when listened to that, it sounds like 1947. She sang it like one of the Andrews Sisters would have sung it. It was so perfect for the song.”

Though many duets are recorded separately, Rucker says he and Crow were actually in the studio together. “We actually got to do it in the same studio, in the same booth,” he says. “It’s very rare. I was so glad we could make it happen. She was on tour, and I was on tour, and it just happened that the day she could do it, I could do it too. We’ve known each other 30 years.  There’s something about our voices together I just love. My deepness and her high beautiful voice, it just worked so well together. She took it to a new level.” 

On Home For The Holidays, Rucker tackles a holiday classic rarely recorded on Christmas albums even though it’s a part of everyone’s childhood memories. But he admits, his producer was skeptical when he said he wanted to cut “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” from the beloved Dr. Seuss Christmas cartoon ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas.’ “Frank said, ‘Really?’ and I said, ‘Yeah,’” Rucker recalls with a mischievous grin. “Even when we got the band together, they said, ‘No one does ‘Mr. Grinch! Why are you doing it?’ Then when we played it, they said, ‘Okay we get it. Darius can pull that off.’” 

Rucker gets a little help on the song from his children—Dani, 13, and Jack, nine, which made the song extra special because he has such fond memories of that tune from his own childhood. “‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’ was such a staple for me,” Rucker says. “When you only had three channels, that was one of those shows that was only shown once a year back then. And when it showed that once, it was a family thing. We all were sitting in front of the TV watching ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas.’ That song was so great, and so different than any other Christmas song. When I knew I was going to make a Christmas record, I knew I wanted ‘Grinch’ on it. I didn’t know there were six verses to it, but I knew I wanted that song on my Christmas record just because it’s so different. And the thing that we found out when we were doing it is no one cuts it. We looked it up and I think maybe two people have covered it ever on a Christmas record; that made me want to do it even more.”

Recording Home For The Holidays brought back memories of growing up in Charleston, SC. “It was always about family,” he says. “We had family that was in our house, and right around the corner, and our cousins from Virginia always came down. You didn’t always get what you wanted, but you didn’t realize it. There was never a Christmas morning that I woke up, didn’t get what I wanted, and pouted about it. I was happy with what I got. I loved Christmas. Christmas was always about love and family for us.”

Rucker’s deep faith has also always been an integral part of the Christmas celebration. “I’m a very spiritual person,” he says. “I know there’s a God up there and I thank Him every day for the life He’s given me. Writing ‘What God Wants For Christmas,’ I think it was a part of me trying to take Christmas back to what it’s about. Nowadays it’s so much into the ‘happy holidays’ and people don’t want to say ‘Merry Christmas. You can’t say this and you can’t say that. With that song, we broke that mold.” 

Whether leading a GRAMMY-winning rock band or hitting the top of the country charts, Darius Rucker has long been breaking the mold and stretching boundaries, and he does it again on Home For The Holidays.  He’s created a classic Christmas collection that is sure to become part of the soundtrack of people’s holidays for decades to come. “We wanted to make one of those records that a fan of R&B music would put it on and go, ‘That’s a good Christmas record!’ And a fan of Country music would put it on and go, ‘That’s a good Christmas record,’” says Rucker. “And a fan of pop music would put it on and go, ‘That’s a pretty cool Christmas record!’ I’m hoping it’s one of those records that people just love. I want fans to love it and play it for their kids. I’m hoping that there’s some kid who is two years old today, and when he’s 14 and they ask him what reminds him of Christmas, he says, ‘The Darius Rucker Christmas record.’ That would be awesome!”

