DIERKS BENTLEY GRAVEL & GOLD ALBUM AUDIO TOOLKIT
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We have compiled an array of content -- a variety of liners and soundbites – from DIERKS BENTLEY to equip you with everything you might need to put together your own album radio special; roll-out tracks surrounding the release of his new GRAVEL & GOLD record to use in news feeds, specials and much more. Check out all of details below (including audio liners and soundbites, as well as transcriptions) to create your own content surrounding DIERKS’ new album release.

There comes a time in any climb up one of Colorado’s famous 14,000 foot peaks when, after a few hours of striving, you pause on a ledge, turn around, and marvel at the vista and the ground you’ve covered. That’s where Dierks Bentley finds himself, 20 years into an exceptional career in 21st century country music. The view is breathtaking for sure, but this is a multi-platinum artist in peak shape, his eyes fixed on the summit. 

The 2020 pandemic gave Bentley a moment to breathe and think about his journey to this point and the possibilities for the heights that lay ahead. The break led to a new burst of creativity. With one foot in Nashville and one in his beloved second home of Colorado, he worked harder than he ever had on an album - his landmark tenth, Gravel & Gold. 

It’s a diverse, 14-track album - written almost entirely by Dierks with his closest collaborators - about perspective and self-awareness at many levels from the personal to the professional. It’s also a testament to the many strains of country music Bentley has mastered and cultivated in his career, from the arena shaker to the barroom weeper to the bluegrass fireballer. In its opening track “Same Old Me,” Bentley recognizes that midlife demands adjustments and adaptations - as well as nurturing the inner fire of the 18-year-old country music fanatic who first arrived in Nashville in the 1990s. Fifty minutes later, we’re in an intimate circle with Music City’s greatest pickers, trading licks and laughs on a witty song about getting high. It was no easy thing to encompass in one record the values and sounds that have defined Bentley across two decades of hits and millions of touring miles, but he’s pulled it off. The story of Gravel & Gold is one of renewal, family, persistence and devotion to making the music as authentic and lasting as it can possibly be.

GRAVEL & GOLD Track List:
1. “Same Ol’ Me” (Luke Dick, Jon Randall, Dierks Bentley)
2. “Sun Sets In Colorado” (Ross Copperman, Tommy Lee James, Josh Osborne)
3. “Heartbreak Drinking Tour” (Luke Dick, Ashley Gorley, Michael Hardy, Ross Copperman, Dierks Bentley)
4. “Something Real” (Luke Dick, Ashley Gorley, Michael Hardy, Ross Copperman, Dierks Bentley)
5. “Still” (Jeff Hyde, Ryan Tyndell, Jeremy Spillman, Dierks Bentley)
6. “Beer At My Funeral” (Brett Beavers, Jim Beavers)
7. “Cowboy Boots” (Featuring Ashley McBryde) (Casey Brown, Jordan Minton, Hunter Phelps, Dierks Bentley)
8. “Gold” (Luke Dick, Ashley Gorley, Ross Copperman, Dierks Bentley)
9. “Walking Each Other Home” (Luke Dick, John Osborne, Dierks Bentley)
10. “Roll On” (Brett Beavers, Jim Beavers, Dierks Bentley)
11. “All The Right Places” (Josh Osborne, Ross Copperman, Dierks Bentley)
12. “Ain’t All Bad” (Casey Brown, Jordan Minton, Hunter Phelps, Dierks Bentley)
13. “Old Pickup” (Neil Thrasher, Tony Martin, Michael Dulaney)
14. “High Note” (Featuring Billy Strings)  (Jim Beavers, Charlie Worsham)


GRAVEL & GOLD AUDIO LINERS:
CUT 1: LINER Dierks Bentley (this week)
Dierks Bentley here and my new album, Gravel & Gold, is in stores this week.

CUT 2: LINER Dierks Bentley (on Friday)
…and my new album, Gravel & Gold, is in stores on Friday.

CUT 3: LINER Dierks Bentley (in stores now)
…and my new album, Gravel & Gold, is in stores now.

CUT 4: LINER Dierks Bentley (here’s one of the songs)
Here’s one of the songs from my new album.

CUT 5: LINER Dierks Bentley (you’re listening to songs)
You’re listening to songs from my new album, Gravel & Gold.

CUT 6: LINER Dierks Bentley (leave it locked in)
Leave it locked in…there’s more from my new album coming up in just a moment.

CUT 7: LINER Dierks Bentley (that’s one of the songs)
…and that’s one of the new songs from my new album.

CUT 8: LINER Dierks Bentley (Same Ol’ Me)
Here’s “Same Ol’ Me.”

CUT 9: LINER Dierks Bentley (Sunsets In Colorado)
Here's “Sunsets In Colorado.”

CUT 10: LINER Dierks Bentley (Heartbreak Drinking Tour)
You’re listening to “Heartbreak Drinking Tour.”

CUT 11: LINER Dierks Bentley (Something Real)
Here's my new song, “Something Real.”

CUT 12: LINER Dierks Bentley (Still)
Here’s my new song, “Still.”

CUT 13: LINER Dierks Bentley (Beer At My Funeral)
You’re listening to “Beer At My Funeral.”

CUT 14: LINER Dierks Bentley (Cowboy Boots)
Here's my new song, “Cowboy Boots,” featuring Ashley McBryde.

CUT 15: LINER Dierks Bentley (Gold)
Here's my new song, “Gold.”

CUT 16: LINER Dierks Bentley (Walking Each Other Home)
Here's my new song, “Walking Each Other Home.”

CUT 17: LINER Dierks Bentley (Roll On)
You’re listening to “Roll On.”

CUT 18: LINER Dierks Bentley (All The Right Places)
Here's my new song, “All The Right Places.”

CUT 19: LINER Dierks Bentley (Ain’t All Bad)
Here's my new song, “Ain’t All Bad.”

CUT 20: LINER Dierks Bentley (Old Pickup)
Here's my new song, “Old Pickup.”

CUT 21: LINER Dierks Bentley (High Note)
Here's my new song, “High Note,” featuring Billy Strings.

GRAVEL & GOLD AUDIO SOUNDBITES:
CUT 22: Dierks Bentley talks about recording his new album, Gravel & Gold, multiple times.

Dierks Bentley (recording the album 3 times) OC: …the whole album. :38
“You know, the first time I went to go in to record this album was during the pandemic, and it wasn’t a lot of fun being in the studio where you had to get Covid testing and you had to wear a mask. Very non-conducive to making art, to making music, so it really kind of messed up the session a little bit. And I cut 14 songs and decided it just was missing a little bit of the spark that comes from the fun of being in the studio and collaborating with your friends without all of those restrictions. So, the first take didn’t go so well because of that, but it just got more fun the more I worked on it, and by the time I went back in to the studio for the third time, man, it was nothing but just great vibes, great energy and I think you can hear that throughout the whole album.”

CUT 23: Dierks Bentley talks about working on his tenth album, Gravel & Gold.

Dierks Bentley (working on album) OC: …Hopefully everyone loves it. :27
“It is the tenth album. I went into the studio three different times, worked with a lot of different producers and finally just ended up putting together my own team. I mean I’m just thankful. I feel like for me for Covid it was like a red light, you know for all of us, we’re just stuck there. I kinda got out of my car and just left it in park for a little bit and was able to come back and do it in late ’21 and ’22 and really be focused on finishing the record and getting it done the right way. I don’t know. Hopefully, everyone loves it.”

CUT 24: Dierks Bentley says moving back to Nashville from Colorado gave him a clear direction for his latest album, Gravel & Gold.

Dierks Bentley (honed-in on album) OC: …into this record. :33
“I really honed-in on the direction of this album when I came back to Nashville from Colorado. I did not want to come back. I wanted to stay in Colorado forever, but I got sucked back into Nashville. But when I got here, I actually realized how much I missed this place. It’s a great town, great friends, great people and obviously great music, and this record really kind of took a direction there. I wrote the song ‘Gold,’ which is about something that could look like gravel but actually could feel like gold, depending on your perspective, and so just having an attitude for gratitude was a big part of my head space going into this record.”

CUT 25: Dierks Bentley talks about the title of his latest album, Gravel & Gold.

Dierks Bentley (title of Gravel & Gold) OC: …about the record. :36
“Gravel & Gold, you know, that’s what life is all about like the song talks about. It’s a windy road, it’s a journey and sometimes it’s gravel and sometimes it’s gold and sometimes there’s nothing you can do about that. But other times, just by changing your perspective a little bit, you can make one feel like the other, and I just love that title, just love what that says to me personally and the message I’m trying to convey there, and hopefully all of the songs kind of in some way or another fit into that umbrella. There’s a lot of songs on here that go back to some of my bluegrass days and some of my more traditional country days. So, it’s really kind of a love letter to my whole career and really excited about the record.”

CUT 26: Dierks Bentley hopes fans will be taken on a “great ride” with his new album, Gravel & Gold.

Dierks Bentley (hope for fans) OC: …main hope. :26
“I just hope fans just find a lot of enjoyment listening to the record. I hope it takes ‘em on a little bit of a roller coaster ride. I hope it takes ‘em on a little bit of a journey through my 20 years of living in Nashville and recording music here – actually 30 years of living here and 20 years of making records here – and so I hope it takes ‘em on a journey through all the different sounds, the bluegrass stuff, the traditional stuff, some of the more commercial country stuff. And I just hope it takes ‘em for a great ride. That’s my main hope.”

CUT 27: Dierks Bentley talks about the song “Same Ol’ Me.”

Dierks Bentley (Same Ol’ Me) 1 OC: …country music. :13
“(I) wrote this song with Jon Randall and Luke Dick and it’s kind of about no matter how much you change and life changes you, at the end of the day I’m still just the same ol’ me playing the same ol’ guitar singing the same ol’ country music.”

CUT 28: Dierks Bentley talks about the song “Heartbreak Drinking Tour.”

Dierks Bentley (Heartbreak Drinking Tour) OC: …bar. :19
“It’s a song I wrote with Ashley Gorley and Hardy and Luke Dick and Ross Copperman. I love the feel of the song; it has that old school country vibe to it. And it follows this guy who follows his girl out to California, realized he didn’t want to be out in California and hits hotel bar after hotel bar.”
CUT 29: Dierks Bentley talks about the song “Something Real.”

Dierks Bentley (Something Real) OC: …good stuff. :11
“It’s just my attempt to write a song that touches on things that are real to me. I’m sometimes guilty of writing songs that can check off some of the cliches we write about in country music, and I really feel like one was an attempt to get into the good stuff.”
CUT 30: Dierks Bentley talks about what inspired the song “Still.”
Dierks Bentley (Still) OC: …I’m out there. 1:18
“It’s one of the successful, few successful. zoom writing, Covid writing appointments with Jeff Hyde and Ryan Tyndell, and that second verse we were kinda stuck and I remember taking my computer and turning it around and being like I want to write this, how do we get this? These mountains and peaks and snow caps into the second verse? But those mountains I showed them are the mountains out there just on top of some lonely hill like that song talks about, I could walk right out my back door and go climb up to 12 thousand feet you know, 13 I guess if you climb Ballard. But even here in Nashville, we’ve got some parks and whatnot, and just nature is just a huge, it’s just big for me. I mean, it’s big for everybody. The natural world is just the real world and I’m always trying to get my kids out there in it, and that’s where they know I go to recharge and have that quiet time. This is really my favorite track on the album. I just love what it says, lot of the things were great in that pandemic time, just access to the great outdoors. I lived in a place where you’re surrounded in it. Lot of great camping experiences and family trips and family time. I’ve been back, I’ve been out to Colorado a bunch since the pandemic, a lot of times on my own and it’s just not quite the same. I always tell my wife without the family there, the heart of the whole situation is just kinda missing, but I can still recharge a little bit when I’m out there.”

CUT 31: Dierks Bentley is so grateful to have Ashley McBryde on the song “Cowboy Boots.”

Dierks Bentley (Cowboy Boots) OC: …on that track. :12
“(It’s) so great having Ashley McBryde on ‘Cowboy Boots.’ I love Ashley. I got a chance to tour with her all in 2022, just a great singer, great person, and she definitely knows how to rock a good pair of cowboy boots. (I’m) so honored to have her on that track.”

CUT 32: Dierks Bentley says “Gold” is all about gratitude and being present in the moment.

Dierks Bentley (Gold) OC: …for granted. :30
“This song to me is all about gratitude and just being present in the moment that you’re in and recognizing that the moment that you’re in is pretty awesome. The song starts off talking about how you finally get that greener grass and find out you’re still in the weeds. That reminds me a lot of working your way up in the country music business, reminds me a lot of being a parent. You’ve got to be present where you are and when you are present, you recognize it’s a good moment to be in sometimes, and sometimes you forget and take it for granted.”

CUT 33: Dierks Bentley talks about the song “Walking Each Other Home.”

Dierks Bentley (Walking Each Other Home) OC: …realize that. :11
“’Walking Each Other Home’ is a song about bringing people together, just recognizing that we’re not as different as we sometimes think we are, and hopefully, it’s a song that folks hear and makes ‘em realize that.”

CUT 34: Dierks Bentley talks about writing the song “All The Right Places.”

Dierks Bentley (All The Right Places) OC: …amphitheater. :09
“’All The Right Places’ is a song I wrote with Josh Osborne and Ross Copperman that day, and loved the production and feels like it could be a really fun song to sing in an arena or amphitheater.”

CUT 35: Dierks Bentley recalls driving cross-country from Phoenix to Nashville with his late father in the old pickup that Dierks still drives to this day.

Dierks Bentley (Old Pickup) 1 OC: …talked about. 1:50
“I’d go right back to my dad and I driving him from Phoenix to Nashville with a bunch of crap in the back and a blue tarp flapping in the wind, trying to, keep all the rain out. You know, usually it’s 15 hours, Oklahoma City, then 10 hours to Nashville from there. So, you broke up in two days. But one time we did this trip a few times. We pushed it all the way in Arkansas, and we stopped in Van Buren, which is just outside of Fort Smith, and we stopped in Van Buren, Arkansas. And my dad always called a beer a good idea. He said, ‘I think we should get a couple of good ideas.’ And I said, ‘Dad, that's a great idea.’ So, we, we parked at the Best Western and walked across the street to, oh, I can’t think of the name that a Hops or something grocery store, and we walked in. I was like, ‘You go that way. I'll go this way.’ We kind of met in the back, and there's no beer, and we're kind of confused. You know, we come from Arizona where you go to the Circle K and you get your beer, bait, ammo, Jack Daniels, smokes, Keystone Light all from the gas station. So, we asked the this lady, she goes, ‘Oh, yeah, this is a dry county. You can't get alcohol here.’ Dry county? What's that? She said, ‘If you wanna get alcohol, you got to get, you know, you got to drive across the river into Fort Smith and my dad and I, we just driven 15, 16 hours, you know, do we really want to get back in a car and drive all the way into across a river to another county? You bet your ass we did. We were thirsty. So, we got back in the car and drove across the river to some bars on the thing, you know, liquor store and got our beer and six-pack went back to Best Western. But I’d definitely go back across that road trip. You know, it's all before iPhones and it just seems like pictures are hard to come by of those memories. And just that road trip we went on; we did for 25 hours in a car. I mean, just listened to country radio I guess the whole way. There's nothing else to, my kids can't go more than an hour without pulling an iPad out. But yeah, I just drove across the country. I just would love to go back and see what we talked about.”

CUT 36: Dierks Bentley talks about the song, “Old Pickup.” 

Dierks Bentley (Old Pickup) 2 OC: …turned out.” :25
“I love that song. You know, Neil Thrasher sent that to me. I posted something on Instagram about this, and I was listening to a Doug Supernaw record in my truck, and he sent me the song and it really hit me because that truck is, it's a true bench seat truck. I got the Rand McNally that my dad I used, it’s still in the backseat. It just, it really, I go back to that truck, and I still have it and I go back in time. It's a time machine. A lot of memories in that thing. So. Yeah, great song, he sent me. I love the way it turned out.”

CUT 37: Dierks Bentley talks about having Billy Strings on his song, “High Note.”

Dierks Bentley (High Note) OC: …in the studio. :29
“Well, there’s arguably nobody bigger in music in general right now than Billy Strings. The guy is on fire. He’s taken Bluegrass to the masses. What a great guy, and I’m so lucky to have him on my song ‘High Note.’ Just a huge fan of his. This is a great song that my buddy Charlie Worsham and Jim Beavers and Billy just came in and set it on fire. I also got my buddy Sam Bush and Jerry Douglas to play on it; Ben Helson’s on it as well. Just a really fun track, and it’s so great getting a chance to work with Billy in the studio.”
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