GARY ALLAN RUTHLESS ALBUM AUDIO TOOLKIT
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We have compiled an array of content -- a variety of liners and soundbites – from GARY ALLAN to equip you with everything you might need to put together your own album radio special; roll-out tracks leading up to –and following -- the release of his new album, RUTHLESS, to use in news feeds, specials and much more. Check out all of details below (including audio liners and soundbites, as well as transcriptions) to create your own content surrounding GARY’S album release.


Gary Allan will release his long-awaited new album, Ruthless, on Friday, June 25th. The California native marks his return to the spotlight with a stunning 13-track album produced by Mark Wright, Tony Brown, Greg Droman, Jay Joyce, and Allan himself. The songwriting shines, setting the tone for a body of work that feels engaging and fresh. The superb instrumentation is a stand-out of the record which adds a layer of complexity and appeal, drawing from Allan’s deep-rooted influences of the ‘80s and ‘90s. Allan’s unique storytelling coupled with his artistic nature masterfully ties the project together into his best work to date.

“This is a montage of everything I have done since my last album,” Allan says of Ruthless. “It’s what I love. I remain influenced by the ‘90s -- as well as by the ‘80s. Twenty-six tracks were cut for this album. Then I went back to the studio and recorded three or four more tracks. Then I returned for two more. From each of these many sessions, I stripped out the cool stuff that I wanted on the record.” 


[bookmark: _Hlk71031968]RUTHLESS Track List:
1.  Temptation (Written by Nicolle Galyon, Chase McGill and Jon Nite)
2.  Waste Of A Whiskey Drink (Written by Josh Kear, Michael Hardy and Mark Holman)
3.  Till It Felt Like You* (Written by Kyle Jacobs, Joe Leathers and Matt Warren)
4.  Slide (Written by Ross Ellis, Alex Kline and Michael Whitworth)
5.  Pretty Damn Close* (Written by Gary Allan, Sarah Buxton, Rodney Clawson and Matt Warren)
6.  High As I've Ever Been* (Written by Matt Warren, James Slater and Skip Black)
7.  What I Can't Talk About* (Written by Jim Beavers, Lindsay Rimes and Matt Rogers)
8.  SEX (Written by Nicolle Galyon, Shane McAnally and Matt Jenkins)
9.  Trouble Knows Trouble (Written by Steve Bogard, Jason Sever and John Edwards)
10. Ruthless (Written by Hillary Lindsey, busbee and Ryan Hurd)
11. Unfiltered** (Written by Blair Daly, Brad Warren and Brett Warren)
12. Little Glass Of Wine* (Written by Jesse Winchester)
13. The Hard Way* (Written by Matt Warren and Carey Ott)

Produced by Mark Wright and Tony Brown
*Produced by Gary Allan and Greg Droman
**Produced by Jay Joyce


RUTHLESS Album Liners:

CUT 1: LINER Gary Allan (Hey everybody, it’s Gary Allan)
Hey everybody, it’s Gary Allan.

CUT 2: LINER Gary Allan (Hey, it’s Gary Allan)
Hey, it’s Gary Allan.

CUT 3: LINER Gary Allan (new album available this week)
Hey everybody, it’s Gary Allan. My new album, Ruthless, is available this week.

CUT 4: LINER Gary Allan (new album available now)
Hey everybody, it’s Gary Allan. My new album, Ruthless, is available now.

CUT 5: LINER Gary Allan (you’re listening)
You’re listening to tracks from my new album, Ruthless. 

CUT 6: LINER Gary Allan (that was one of the songs)
That was one of the songs from my new album, Ruthless.

CUT 7: LINER Gary Allan (Stay tuned)
Stay tuned to hear more from my new album, Ruthless.

CUT 8: LINER Gary Allan (Temptation)
Here’s “Temptation.”

CUT 9: LINER Gary Allan (Waste of a Whiskey Drink)
Here’s “Waste Of A Whiskey Drink.”

CUT 10: LINER Gary Allan (Till It Felt Like You)
Check out “Till It Felt Like You.”

CUT 11: LINER Gary Allan (Slide)
Here’s “Slide.”

CUT 12: LINER Gary Allan (Pretty Damn Close)
Here’s “Pretty Damn Close.”

CUT 13: LINER Gary Allan (High As I’ve Ever Been)
Check out “High As I’ve Ever Been.”

CUT 14: LINER Gary Allan (What I Can’t Talk About)
Here’s “What I Can’t Talk About.”

CUT 15: LINER Gary Allan (SEX)
Here’s “SEX.”

CUT 16: LINER Gary Allan (Trouble Knows Trouble)
Check out “Trouble Knows Trouble.”

CUT 17: LINER Gary Allan (Ruthless)
Here’s the title track, “Ruthless.”

CUT 18: LINER Gary Allan (Unfiltered)
Check out “Unfiltered.”

CUT 19: LINER Gary Allan (Little Glass Of Wine)
Here’s “Little Glass of Wine.”

CUT 20: LINER Gary Allan (The Hard Way)
Here’s “The Hard Way.”


RUTHLESS Album Audio:

CUT 21: Gary Allan

Gary Allan (8 years since last album) OC: …for everybody to hear it. :34
“I am pumped up about the release (on) Friday. I don’t think that I thought that I was gonna take eight years to do this. Each project that I did in those eight years, I thought was gonna be released. So, the good part about it was I had so much material to go over to make this album, and because I had so much time, I cut 28 tracks. I usually cut 13 tracks to pick 10, so to cut 28 tracks and then reduce that down to 13, I think really made for a strong album. Not that I’d really want to do every album this way, but it really made for a strong album. I’m excited for everybody to hear it.”

CUT 22: Gary Allan explains why he chose Ruthless to the be the title of his new album.

Gary Allan (Ruthless title) OC: …to hear this. :16
“You always roll through all of your titles on the album, and to me, I always just try to pick what looks best on the shelf. So to me, Gary Allan Ruthless, it looks like a good title. And it’s been a long time coming. I’m so excited for everybody to hear this.”

CUT 23: Gary Allan says during the eight years since his last album, he recorded three different projects and Ruthless is the culmination of all of the songs.

Gary Allan (culmination of three albums) OC: …because of that. :23
“It’s a culmination of three separate projects – one that I did by myself with Greg Droman and my band, one I did with Jay Joyce and my band and then the last one I did with Tony Brown and Mark Wright and for that project, I put together the whole crew that we made Smoke Rings in the Dark with. It was like an old reunion. It felt so comfortable and it was so fun, and I absolutely love this album because of that.”

CUT 24: Gary Allan talks about the song, “Temptation.”

Gary Allan (Temptation) OC: … one temptation. :34
“When I put together an album, I try to make it feel like a show. Like if I was only going to play these people these 12 songs how would I play them? The first couple of songs have to be winners. They have to be, you know, right in your face and ‘Temptation’ it checked all the boxes. And it’s got such a heavy groove and, ah, it’s upbeat. To me it needed to be the first track. You know, it sets the tone for the whole record. I think it’s just a great hook. You’ve always got that one weakness girl that you still think about and you may not go chase it down but she’s always going to be in the back of your head, that one temptation.”

CUT 25: Gary Allan talks about the song “Waste of a Whiskey Drink” on his new album, Ruthless.

Gary Allan (Waste of a Whiskey Drink-short version) OC: … love it.” :14
“It’s about a girl that you just don’t want any of your friends to get tangled up with. She’s an awful person. You’ve been there, and you’re telling him as he’s looking at her and thinking she’s cute, you’re saying, ‘Man, do something else ’causes she’s a waste of a whiskey drink. Don’t do it.’ I hope you love it.”

CUT 26: Gary Allan talks about the song, “Slide,” from his new album, Ruthless.

Gary Allan (Slide) OC: ..let it slide. :37
“The first time I heard ‘Slide’ I knew I wanted to cut it, and I knew that I felt like I would sing it well. It’s kind of like an edgy, poppy song. That’s how it hit me. It reminded me of Ed Sheeran. Ah, for some reason I just heard his voice. I felt like I would sing it well and I wanted to sing it. And I love what it says. ‘Slide’ says I’m not perfect. It’s about making mistakes. It’s about saying to somebody, you know what, I’m a wild child. It’s going to be a rollercoaster. It’s not all going to be pretty. I’m going to fall down, and I may not be what you want. What if I can’t fly. What if…what if this isn’t what you signed up for. Are you going to be okay with that and when I slip are you going to let it slide?”

CUT 27: Gary Allan talks about the song “Pretty Damn Close.”

Gary Allan (Pretty Damn Close) OC: …happy right now. :12
“I’ve never believed in destiny and meant-to-be’s and all that stuff and everything it says in that song. But I believe in meant to be right here and now with you and me. If this ain’t perfect, it’s pretty close. I’m pretty happy right now.”

CUT 28: Gary Allan talks about the song “What I Can’t Talk About.”

Gary Allan (What I Can’t Talk About) OC: …point across. :24
“‘What I Can’t Talk About,’ this is a Jim Beavers song. I thought it was a gem. I thought it was a smash. I just knew it was a giant radio hit. It’s a song about not being able to really convey your feelings the way you want to. I can really relate to only being able to communicate through music. A lot of times especially guys have a hard time, you know, conveying their feelings and ‘What I Can’t Talk About’ says that. It’s ‘I tell my stories with the wooden wire of my guitar’ is one of the lines in it. It’s things you can’t talk about you can say through music and it gives you a little bit of a separation from it but you still get your point across.”

CUT 29: Gary Allan talks about the song, SEX.

Gary Allan (SEX) OC: …better sex song. :33
“‘Sex,’ what a great title. Like I would hope it would be a single just so I could hear the radio personalities in the morning say ‘this is ‘Sex’ with Gary Allan.’ Clever song. Makes me smile. Man, it’s everything that says ‘Sex’ has so much push and pull in it. ‘If you’re two months late it will take you to a church too soon.’ ‘17 says go but the Bible says wait.’ I feel like there’s a billion ways you could write about sex. And I like that they kind of made it – you know they took the uncomfortable side where some people think it’s dirty so you’ve got to spell it out. ‘It’s just an S. It’s just an E. It’s just an X.’ It’s all about that lyric. It just makes you smile. I don’t think I could have written a better sex song.”

CUT 30: Gary Allan talks about the song, “Trouble Knows Trouble.”

Gary Allan (Trouble Knows Trouble) OC: …night on fire. :31
“‘Trouble Knows Trouble’ kind of has like a Bruce Springsteen kind of a feel to it - the guitar in the beginning of it. We’re still thinking about asking somebody to do a duet with me on that song. I think it would be great with another, with a female voice on it. This isn’t a song about love. This is a song about lust. Seeing somebody in a bar that you’re really attracted to and you feel like they’re really attracted to you and there’s a line in there saying ‘you’re looking me up and down like you’re looking in a mirror. Something big and bad is about to go down. It couldn’t get any clearer. And we’re going to light this whole night on fire.’”

CUT 31: Gary Allan talks about the title track, “Ruthless.”

Gary Allan (Ruthless) OC: …title track. :36
“‘Ruthless,’ it’s almost like a Muscle Shoals kind of a sound. Just bluesy, which I love singing that stuff. My favorite style to try to sing. And it’s really hard to find good songs like that. It paints just a really good picture of somebody that’s moved on when you haven’t. You’re still stuck in the middle of that relationship and they won’t even make eye contact. You just acting like you’re not even there. It became the title track. I guess each time I make an album I just scroll through the titles and in my head to me I’m still a little kid looking at a music store shelf what’s the coolest title when you look at it. So, to me Gary Allan ‘Ruthless’ just sounded cool as hell. So, that’s how it became the title track.”

CUT 32: Gary Allan talks about the song, “Unfiltered.”

Gary Allan (Unfiltered) OC: …gritty song. :30
“‘Unfiltered,’ this is just take me how I am. I’m brutally honest and I prefer you be brutally honest to a fault, too. Like when I do shows I always say that’s what I feel like I do. I give you get me. It’s almost autobiographic. ‘I’m an old school, west coast tell it like it is. I’m a two long barstool sitting son of a bitch. Um, I like my truth like a hand rolled cowboy killer. I want it unfiltered.’ It just every lyric in it, um, sounds like me. It’s just a super gritty song.”

CUT 33: Gary Allan says he’s always wanted to record “Little Glass of Wine.”

Gary Allan (Little Glass of Wine) OC: …out of me. :24
“I’ve always wanted to record that song. I’ve almost recorded it several times but got talked out of it. I’ve always loved that era. That’s big on my Pandora 2’s Frank Sinatra channel. I love all that stuff. I like left turns. I don’t want to hear somebody do the same vibe every time and try to resell the same song and the same sound. I try never to do that. I try to make sure that it always evolves, and it always pulls something new out of them and something new out of me.”
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