SAM HUNT LOCKED UP EP TOOLKIT
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We have compiled an array of content -- a variety of liners and soundbites – from SAM HUNT to equip you with everything you might need to put together your own radio special; roll-out tracks leading up to –and following -- the release of his new LOCKED UP EP to use in news feeds, specials and much more. Check out all of details below (including audio liners and soundbites, as well as transcriptions) to create your own content surrounding Sam’s EP release.


Sam Hunt is set to release his brand-new four song EP, Locked Up, on Friday, April 5th. The new project includes the title track, his current Top 3 hit song “Outskirts,” plus two brand new songs. Sam co-wrote three of the four tracks, and enlisted fellow songwriters Ross Copperman, Zach Crowell, Jeremy Flowers, Luke Laird, Michael Lotten, Shane McAnally and Josh Osborne for the project.

About Sam Hunt: 
Sam Hunt is a five-time GRAMMY-nominated, multi-Platinum-selling, award-winning hitmaker. His sophomore album SOUTHSIDE debuted to critical acclaim and was one of the top country albums of 2020 landing at No. 1 on the Billboard Country Albums chart. Named one of the Best Albums of the Year by The New York Times and US Weekly, the Platinum-selling project features 12 songs all written by Hunt including his No. 1 hits “Kinfolks,” “Breaking Up Was Easy in the 90’s,” one of NPR’s Best Songs of 2020 “Hard To Forget,” and his three-week No. 1, Diamond-selling, GRAMMY-nominated smash, “Body Like A Back Road.” Hunt also wrote his most recent, eighth chart-topping hit “23,” his latest radio staple “Outskirts,” and recent releases, “Start Nowhere,” “Water Under the Bridge,” “Walmart,” and “Women In My Life.”  

SOUTHSIDE follows Hunt’s GRAMMY-nominated, Triple-Platinum-selling debut album, MONTEVALLO, which also topped the Billboard Country Albums chart and produced four No. 1 singles. All ten tracks on MONTEVALLO are RIAA certified with seven achieving Platinum or Multi-Platinum status including “Leave the Night On,” “House Party,” “Take Your Time,” “Break Up In A Small Town,” “Speakers,” and “Make You Miss Me.”  


Locked Up EP Track List:
1. Locked Up (Sam Hunt, Zach Crowell, Jerry Flowers, Shane McAnally, Josh Osborne)
2. Country House (Sam Hunt, Ross Copperman, Michael Lotten, Josh Osborne)
3. Last Hurrah (Luke Laird, Shane McAnally, Josh Osborne)
4. Outskirts (Sam Hunt, Zach Crowell, Jerry Flowers, Josh Osborne)



LOCKED UP EP LINERS:

CUT 1: LINER Sam Hunt (Intro)
Hey, this is Sam Hunt…

CUT 2: LINER Sam Hunt (available this week)
Hey, this is Sam Hunt…my new Locked Up EP is available this week.

CUT 3: LINER Sam Hunt (available now)
Hey, this is Sam Hunt…my new Locked Up EP is available now.

CUT 4: LINER Sam Hunt (here’s one of the songs)
Here's one of the songs from my new EP, Locked Up.

CUT 5: LINER Sam Hunt (here’s Country House)
Here's “Country House.”

CUT 6: LINER Sam Hunt (here’s Last Hurrah)
Here’s “Last Hurrah.”

CUT 7: LINER Sam Hunt (here’s Outskirts)
Here’s “Outskirts.”

CUT 8: LINER Sam Hunt (here’s Locked Up)
Here's “Locked Up.”

CUT 9: Sam Hunt explains why the four songs on his new EP go well together.

Sam Hunt (4-song EP) OC: …in EP form. :35
“The four songs really go with all the songs I’ve put over the last couple and a half years, but I didn’t want to put them all together on a project considering all those songs have already been out. So, these songs do go together, but they also go together with all 10 songs when you add ‘em up. But I had 3, let’s see, ‘Outskirts’ has been out, but I had three new songs finished, but had I had all the other seven finished, I would’ve have put ‘em all out together, but (ha) this is the first time that I had more than just one at a time finished, so I decided to put them out in an EP form.”

CUT 10: Sam Hunt talks about what he hopes for fans listening to his new Locked Up EP.

Sam Hunt (hopes for fans for EP) OC: …soon after. :35
“These four songs reflect, I don’t know, the last three or four years of my life and that season I’ve been in, that writing season, and I hope they’ll listen to them with the other seven songs as well, because they all go together. Yeah, I hope that they can appreciate all the things about these songs that they might have appreciated about songs in the past. There are some themes I touch on that I’ve touched on in the past and some new direction, but overall the sound, I think, is pretty consistent with what I’ve done in the past. It’s a chapter that I’m closing and hopefully will start the next one soon after.”

CUT 11: Sam Hunt talks about the song, “Locked Up.”

Sam Hunt (Locked Up) 1 OC: …in one take. :34
“Well, ‘Locked Up’ is a song that started with a title. I had that title in my phone. I wanted to write a song called ‘Locked Up.’ I had no idea about what it may be about, although I have had a few run-ins with the law in my lifetime. My producer was playing me some music, he had built some tracks and was playing through a few songs, and I was looking at my phone, and I saw the title in the songs. The music sounded like the title, which is always a good start, and I just started singing that chorus. I think I filled in, 30-40 percent of the lyric in one take.”

CUT 12: Sam Hunt talks about making the video for “Locked Up.”

Sam Hunt (Locked Up video) OC: …coming out. :41
“So, we found a really cool old prison in East Tennessee, and we had this idea originally to recreate the Johnny Cash Folsom Prison concert that he did back in the day and dressed up in all black, a suit, and I got a bunch of local guys to come out and dress up as inmates and had a really good time with it, sort of a period piece idea, I guess you could call it. I don’t know if I did Johnny Cash justice. I doubt I did, but I enjoyed making the video and had my family out there with me and met a lot of cool folks who came out to help us with this video, so that was one of the more fun video experiences I’ve had.”

CUT 13: Sam Hunt talks about the song “Country House,” and what that means to him.

Sam Hunt (Country House) OC: …that for me. :58
“This is a song that came to me, so my longtime collaborator Josh Osborne played it for me. He had started it with Ross Copperman. They had a version of it. I took it and made it my own, I guess you could say, and wrote some verses for it. The phrase ‘Country House,’ I connected with immediately. I initially thought, when I think ‘Country House,’ I think of the English countryside. Obviously, I grew up in the South, but there is a strong connection between my Southern roots and the English countryside, so that country house feel. So, I took the ‘Country House’ idea and sprinkled some rural Southern American lingo over the top of it, or imagery, to make it my own or closer to my own experience. And also, I’m at a place in my life where I moved from the country off to the city to pursue my country music dreams and I find myself feeling the pull back towards a simple life like the one that I grew up with, and especially hoping to give that experience to my kids, and this song captures that for me.”


CUT 14: Sam Hunt talks about the song “Last Hurrah,” which is featured on his new Locked Up EP.

Sam Hunt (Last Hurrah) OC: …fit right in. :49
“I haven’t recorded any outside songs up to this point, but ‘Last Hurrah’ is a song I heard a couple of years ago and thought I always connected to it, and I ran into Randy Owen a couple of years ago and he told me, unprompted, he told me, ‘Don’t be afraid to cut outside songs.’ But this song felt like a song that I would’ve written. I connected to the lyrics, and I was, honestly, a song short on this project and I’d been listening to that song for a while. It felt like it fit right in with the other songs. That nostalgia, that place of nostalgia – the girl that got away theme I’ve touched on quite a bit in the past and experienced that in my past, so I connected with that song. It was available to record, so I put it on this project because it felt like it fit right in.”

CUT 15: Sam Hunt talks about his song, “Outskirts.”

Sam Hunt (Outskirts) OC: …gist of it. :55
“It’s going to sort of be in line with this character who has come to a crossroads in his life between sort of choosing the world and his dreams and maybe a family and future kids and his roots. And as he gets off down the road, out into the world, he’s kind of looking back like, uh, did I do the right thing here? That’s kind of the theme that runs through most of these songs that’ll be coming out here. But it’s the idea is that, you know, he’s living in town and fills his schedule and always busy just trying to find his way in the world. And it’s easy to do in town, but as soon as he gets out, out on the outskirts of town, he’s reminded of the choice, the road he didn’t take, and he’s second guessing whether or not he’s on the right path or not. So that’s essentially the gist of it.”
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